Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:
Table Talk:
*Spiritual Conversation Starters for Families

Matthew 27: 27-61:  Week of March 24, 2013
1. If Jesus came now, who would seek to kill him?  What would be the charges against him?  Would you stand up for him?

2. In what ways does the agony of the insults given to Jesus deepen your appreciation of what he did for you in his death?  

3. Write a note to Jesus expressing your feelings of gratitude about his crucifixion for you.

4. Why does Matthew emphasize the presence of armed guards at the cross?  Was Jesus separated from the father in spirit when he was on the cross?  Whose sins were paid on the cross?

5. How do you explain the necessity of Jesus’ death to a nonbeliever?

6. Is Jesus’ death for you more a historical event or an emotional experience?  Why?

7. How have you tried to guard against God breaking through in your life?  Why?  What happened?

Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Digging Deeper:

*Sermon Follow -Up Study for Individuals, Couples, & Groups

Matthew 27: 27-61:  Week of March 24, 2013
1. Why were the soldiers so cruel in Jesus’ case?  What does this say about their view of Jesus?  Of themselves?

2. What is the political reason of why Jesus was crucified (vs. 37)?  
3. What three groups taunt Jesus?  Why do they use these particular insults?

4. How was his crucifixion like a mock coronation?  What did Jesus actually deserve?

5. Why does Jesus cry out in verse 46?  What is the significance of this for Jesus?  For you?

6. What is the significance of each of the supernatural events accompanying Jesus’ death?  What is significant about the words of the centurion (vs.54)?

7. And asking for the body of Jesus, what risks are Joseph taking with Pilate and the Sanhedrin?

8. By posting guards at the tomb, do the leaders really believe Jesus will rise again?  Or do they think the disciples will steal the body?  Or do they fear something else? Why?
